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The President's Note to Japan and 
Russia, and the Prpspect of Peace. 

On June 8 the following dispatch was sent by 
President Roose-velt, through diplomatic channels, to 
the Japanese and Russian governments : 

" The President feels that the time has come when in 
the interest of all mankind he must endeavor to see if it 
is not possible to bring to an end the terrible and lament- 
able conflict now being waged. With both Russia and 
Japan the United States has inherited ties of friendship 
and goodwill. It hopes for the prosperity and welfare 
of each, and it feels that the progress of the world is set 
back by the war between these two great nations. 

"The President accordingly urges the Russian and 
Japanese governments, not only for their own sakes, but 
in the interest of the whole civilized world, to open 
direct negotiations for peace with one another. 

" The President suggests that these peace negotiations 
be conducted directly and exclusively between the bel- 
ligerents; in other words, that there may be a meeting 
of Russian and Japanese plenipotentiaries or delegates 
without any intermediary, in order to see if it is not 
possible for these representatives of the powers to agree 
to terms of peace. 

"The President earnestly asks that the (Russian) 
(Japanese) government do now agree to such a meeting 
and is asking the (Japanese) (Russian) government like- 
wise to agree. While the President does not feel that 



any intermediary should be called in in respect to the 
peace negotiations themselves, he is entirely willing to 
do what he properly can if the two powers concerned 
feel that his services will be of aid in arranging the pre- 
liminaries as to the time and place of meeting. 

"But, if even these preliminaries can be arranged 
directly between the two powers, or in any other way, 
the President will be glad, as his sole purpose is to bring 
about a meeting, which the whole civilized world will 
pray may result in peace." 

It is an immense relief to the civilized world that 
the end of " the terrible and lamentable conflict " now 
seems to be in sight. The President's course has the 
heartiest approval of all our citizens without regard 
to party, though a few have suggested that it was due 
to simple impulse and boldness on his part. It was, 
to our thinking, one of the wisest and timeliest public 
acts which he has done. It is well known to many 
that for a whole year he and Mr. Hay had been 
watching for a favorable moment to offer good offices 
to try to end the conflict. Before the sea battle they 
were on the point of making a supreme effort to secure 
the joint action of all the important powers in an 
attempt at mediation. 

The President's note, perfectly diplomatic as it 
was, was most direct and powerful, and also noble in 
spirit. It voiced the cry of the civilized world for 
the end of the war, and that is wherein much of its 
power lay. History has no record of any such general 
public insistence upon the termination of a war as 
has been witnessed in the case of this one. The 
President knew this and spoke for us all. 

Contrary to the expectations of most of the Euro- 
pean powers, Russia and Japan accepted the Presi- 
dent's suggestion and agreed at once to follow the 
course indicated. They have since named each two 
eminent statesmen as peace commissioners, and will, 
as the President urged, negotiate directly instead of 
through some intermediary. The commissioners will 
meet in Washington early in August and then proba- 
bly go, for their actual work, to some New England 
summer resort. 

Though no armistice has yet been declared, it does 
not seem probable, in the present state of the pro- 
ceedings, that the two great armies in Manchuria will 
again come to battle. There has been some skirmish 
fighting, but nothing general. The peace commis- 
sioners will probably reach an agreement in a com- 
paratively short time, though their task is far from 
an easy one, notwithstanding the fact that it is under- 
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stood that Japan's demands upon Russia for indemnity 
will not be excessive, considering all the circumstances. 
At any rate, we shall all hope and pray, as the Presi- 
dent does, that their meeting and deliberations " may 
result in peace," and peace upon such conditions as 
will break the sword forever between them and not 
simply sheathe it. 



The Great Naval Battle. 

As we went to press last month the great naval 
battle in the Sea of Japan had just been fought, re- 
sulting in the defeat and almost total destruction of 
the Russian fleet. It was a swift and terrible affair. 
One can imagine all the demons of the deep coming 
to the surface and shouting in high glee to see ship 
after ship struck and smashed and set on fire, and 
then go plunging, — hissing, roaring and moaning, — 
to the bottom of the sea, carrying down, in the case 
of several vessels, the entire body of men on board. 

For a wooden man, without conscience or heart, — 
if there be such a man anywhere in the world, — it 
was great sport to watch the meeting of the fleets, 
the masterly skill with which Admiral Togo entrapped 
and surrounded and then proceeded to crush like egg- 
shells the craft of the Russian admiral who had come, 
courageously and with no small display of skill and 
force, all the way from the Baltic to treat the Japanese 
fleet in the same way if possible. 

And it was, as is usual when great battles are 
fought, just this wooden, mechanical side of the affair 
which men saw and talked of and cabled about and 
commented on in the press, — and enjoyed. The re- 
flexions of the average paper and of the average man 
about the battle took, apparently, no more account of 
4he men, the living human beings in its mad swirl, 
than if they had not existed at all, or had been only 
so many chessmen to be moved or wooden pins to be 
knocked down and sent flying in every direction. 
The conflict was viewed simply, or largely, as a feat 
of intellectual strength, skill and manoeuvring. 

Nobody denies that from this point of view, taken 
by itself, there was much that was striking, even fas- 
cinating, about the battle, as there is about every dis- 
play of intellectual power, especially when in cooper- 
ation with the enormous material energy of things, 
of which science has put man in control. 

But nobody has a right to look at a battle from 
this point of view, when there in the midst of the 
inferno of the thing thousands of men are horribly 
mangling and killing each other. To do so is to 
divest oneself of one's human nature, and to dishonor 
all men. Men are not chessboard pieces or bowling 
pins ; they are men with men's rights and high pos- 
sibilities and capacities of suffering and of happiness 
in them. That is what makes a battle, fought with 
no matter what skill and bravery and in behalf of 
whatever cause, the infernal thing that it is, the in- 



fernal thing which no amount of "civilizing" can 
ever change. Every one of the Russian soldiers 
shelled into fragments in this battle or sent to the 
bottom of the sea, every one of the Japanese men 
killed or wounded was some father's pride, some 
woman's son, some woman's husband or brother. 
When the wires reported that women passing through 
the halls of the Russian admiralty burst into sobs or 
fainted away when they saw that some particular 
ship had been sunk, they revealed something of the 
awful heart-tragedy accompanying the battle, and 
every battle. That heart-tragedy is what ought 
always to be regarded by those who are attempting 
to interpret the meaning of a war — the killing of 
souls. 

We have said that, apparently, the battle was viewed 
by the average man and newspaper as a purely me- 
chanical affair. We are convinced, however, that 
below the surface the case was very different. The 
imagination of good men — and there are multitudes 
of them — could not refrain from dealing with the 
personal side of the terrible scene. As the war has 
been so universally regretted, so the anguish produced 
by this naval battle, with its wholesale swallowing 
up of men, has been deep and keen. This would 
have been loudly expressed, but for fear of the charge 
of sentimentalism, — which many people fear worse 
than they do wholesale bloodshed. The world is 
growing rapidly more humane and tender. It cares 
for its unfortunate in an altogether new and most 
generous way ; and it cannot long tolerate that which 
voluntarily produces misfortune on a colossal scale. 
Such events as that of the Japanese sea fight are seen 
and felt to be entirely out of harmony with the spirit 
and temper of the time. There is no longer any place 
for them in our modern world. They are a distinct 
public disgrace, and felt to be so; and the tender, 
suffering heart of the world will ere long make a final 
and complete end of them. 



The Scandinavian Situation. 

John Frederick Hanson, of Portland, Ore., a Norweg- 
ian by birth, who has spent most of his mature life in this 
country, except a few years devoted to religious labor in 
his native land, sends us a communication about the 
Swedish-Norwegian situation, in which he ventures the 
prophecy that " Norway's claim to independent action 
will in time become apparent and commend itself to the 
good judgment of other nations. " The people of Nor- 
way," he says, " are a unit in their contention for their 
constitutional rights. All political party lines have dis- 
appeared for the time." 

He gives several reasons for believing that the crisis 
will pass without war. The first is the organized peace 
work that has been carried on for ten years by the peace 
societies of Norway, Sweden and Denmark. Every other 



